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CATON HOUSE

King George Street and Stillhouse Alley

01d Town

Known as Carroll Fouge, Lombard & Front Sts,.
Baltimore, Maryland.

OWNER: City of Baltimore
DATE OF ERECTION: about 1823
ARCHITECT: Unknown

BUILDER: Unknown

PRESENT CONDITION: Good

NTMBER OF STORIES: Three and one-half, and cellar

MATERIALS OF CONSTRUCTION: Brick, stone foundation,

construction.

BXISTIXG RECORDS: Life of Charles Carroll by

Yate Rowland,

wood interior and roof

Corresvrondence of Charles Carroll

of Carrollton.

Files of the ILand Record Office.
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CATON HOUSE

Baltimore, iaryland.

HISTORICAL DATA:

Cole's Harbor, a farm of about 550 acres was sur-
veyed for Thomas Cole Ausust 28, 1668, znd patented to him
September 4, 1668, "to be held in free and comwon soccage,
by fealty only; for all manner of sgservices, ylelding and
raying therefore yearly uhto his heirs, at our receipt of
St. Maries, at the two most usval feasts of the year, vis:
at the Feast of the Annunclation of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
and at the Feast of S8t. Michael, the Archangel, by even and
equal portions, the rent of eleven shillings sterling in sil-
ver or gold.,” This tract extended along a harbor at tne forks
of the Fatapsco River for a mlile, thence backward zbout half
a mile and was dévided into nearly equal parts by the streanm
afterwsrds known as Jones's Falls, Thig is the land uvon
which the center of Baltimore now stands.

In February 1628, James Todd obtained a warrant for
Cole's Harbor and had the tract resurveyed which then proved
to contain but 51D acres and had it ratentec to him June 1,
1700 under the name of "Todd's Range" at a rent of ten shil-
lings and two and a half pence per year. In .Tune 1701, James
Todd and wife conveyed to Charles Carroslil "all the residue of
"Podd's Range", & portion having rreviously been gold.

Balt imore Town was founded in 1729 on the west side
of Jones's Fallsg, and 714 or "Jones's Town™ occupied the land
to the east of the PFalls where nearty, David Joneg had taken
up land as early as 1661. The first lot im 014 Town war ta=-
xen up July 20, 1723, The lots were all sold shortly after
1741, but & good many lots iIn Baltimore Town at that date
were 8till in thke hands of the -ommissioners. In 1745, by
act of the Assembly, the two towns woere incorporated into one
entire town and for the fut:re known as RBaltimore Town.
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HISTORICAT DATA:

Charles Carroll died in 1781, posgessing
land in 014 Town, and his son, known to history as
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, born in 1737 in An-
napolis, came into the property. The son was a man
of great wealth and influence throughout a &ong life.
He lived to be the last surviving sizsner of the Dac-
laration <f Independence, and died in 1832 in this
house, the Residence of Lis son-in-law, Riehard Csa-
ton, who had married in 1787 his oldest daughter yary.
The house at the corner of Lombard and Front Streets
is known to almost everyon: as Phe Carroll Fouse, al-
though all evidence existing indicztestis son-in-law
built 1t and togethner with his wife owned it as long
as they both lived.

Richard Caton came to this country frow Tiver-
pool in 17785, an unknown man of 22 years. Tne year
later, he warried fary Carroll who wag then 16 years
0ld. The mzrrizze was opposed by Charles Carroll =nd
as long as ne lived he vas many times called upzen t-
make 2ood the losses tncurred by zis son-in-law in
his business trancac..ons, In 1821, Charles Carroll
deeced the land at tne corner of King Yeorge Strest
and Stillkouse :lley %0 hic daugnter in trust and in
1523, The ~altimore lircctory asives tih.s addregs for
tre businegs and regicence of WUcharéd Caton. In Anril
1883. Charles Carrnll agsumed trhe unpaid balance of
29850.00 of an original "20,000 that Caton had borkow-
ed "for the house he occuples at t. e interseciion of
King George and %Ytillkouse “treets.” We can thus as-
girn the year 1823 as the approximate date of the
building of the house, (Twenty years earlier in 1803,
Charles Carroll had built "Homewood" in Paltimore
County, as a house for rnls son "harles.) Bach year
Carrsll spent gix months et t..e house of his daughter
virs, Caton, coming in with 2 retinue of slaves from
Doughoregan Hanor, and he wade 1t his permanent home
from 1827 to his death in 183Z.

The education of Charles Carroll of Carrollton
he himsel? describes in a letter to one Joserh Dela-
plaine, Editor o7 the Reposmitory, dated {row Toughore-
gan, Auagust 21, 18lé6:
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HISTORICAL DATA.

Letter to ¥Mr. Joseph Delapleine,
Editor of the Repository.

Doughoregan ¥anor - Aug. 21, 1816

Sir:

I received this day your letter of the 28th past,
and the first half volume of your Repository, for which
I hope my agent, Hr. James Neilson, in Baltimore, has
accounted with your agent *r., Philson. My letter of
the 6th instant in answer to ¥r. King's of the 29th of
July, informed him I should be in Baltimore about the
£20th Decexrber and remzin there durin: the winter whers
I will sit to him for my portrait a- any plece in that
¢ity ns may appoint.

I was born at Annapolis &n Septenrberi?737; on the
198h of next wonth I shall enter my 80 th year., T wag
gsent by my father when about 11 years of age to St.
Omer's for my ed .cation, where I remained about & years:
from thence I went, by his direction, to a colleze a
year, I went to the Caéllege of Louls the jrand at Paris;
in a1l of these Collegzes the students were taught by the
Jesuites.

In 1758 or 1729, I went to “ngland and studied law
iz the Inner Temple 3 or 4 yezrs, pot with a professional
view; and I returned to my native country in 1765, after
an absence of about 18 years.

On the bresking out of our revolution, I took a
decicded part in sguprort of the rights of this country;.
was elecsed a member of the Committee off Safety esta-
tlisted by the legislature; was a member of the Conven-
tion whiech formed tre constitution of the State., The
journals of Congresg will show how long I was a member
of that body during the revolution.

With Pranklin and Mr. Samuel Chase, T was appointed
a Comnrissioner of fanad:z. I wss elected a member of the
Senate at the first session of Congress under the present
Confederation:- though well acguainted wit:h General VWashe
ington, and T flatter mysclf in khis ceonfidence, few let-
ters passed between ug; one, having reference to the opro
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sition made to the Treaty concluded by Mr.
Jay, has been repeated’y published in the newspapers,
and perhaps you may have seen it; that letter is no
lonzer in my possession.

My Grandfather came to Maryland in the year
preceeding the revolution in Enzland, terminated by
the dethronement of James the Second. My mother was
davghter of Mr. Clement Trooke, a gentleman of respec-
table family in Prince George's County. I have given
you sir in compliance with your request all the ineci-
dents of my publie 1life and of my education, and re-
main, with respect.

Your most humble gervant,

Charies Carroll of Carrollton,

Tnder all the circumstances it seems mo-t like-
ly that his wishes and taste were duly considered iIn the
planning and execution of his son-in-law's house, Caton
himself says the house would not have been so large ex~
ecept f£or the faet that hig father-in-law with hls ser-
vants insisted unon spending a larre part of each yesr
with him. Certainly the bvest of everything that the times

rroduced was known =nd enjoyed by the occupante of the
Lhome, In 1824, on the occasion of Gen, Laf=zyette's visit
to Baltimore, Carrpll came there to welecome the grest
Frenchman. From this house he went to lay the corner
stone of tre Raltimore and Ohio Railroad in 1828, At his
death in 1852, ke lay in state in the weszt chamber in the
main floor and was carried thence, followed by a long cor -
tege, to his last resting place at Doughoregan. The Rich=-
ard Catons had four beautiful dauvghters who all married
English men; *fary An. in 182E, The Maryuis of Wellesley;
Louisa Catherine-the Seventlh Duke of Leeds; Eligaceth
became Baroness “tafford; and the youngest, Tmily, married
Mr. John MacTavish, The British Consul in Baltimore.

The 013 residence on Lombard Street was held in
trust estate of iary Caton and in 1836, 1t passed from
Fmily MacTavicsh to the Sisters of Yercy who In turn sold
it in 1871 to Jacob Seeger, In 1905 Jacob Seeger sold it
to Thomas Hisky, who in 1914 sold i1t to the Clty of Ralti-
more, and the same year a bronze tablet was erected on the
Eombard <:reet elevation with this ingcription:
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The inscription:

#Charleg Carroll
of
Carrollton
1737 - 1832
Last Surviving Siecner of The
Declaration of Independence
And Son Of
Charles Carroll
From Whom The Site Of Bzltiaore ™own
Was Purchaged 1729
Owned This Housgse And Here He Died
November 14, 1332
In The 96%th Year 0f His Are
This Property %“as Purchased
And Restored By The City Of Baltimore
In The Year 0f The
National Star-Spansled Banner Centennial

. 1974"

Prior to ite purchase by the eity the old build-
ing tnew many vi@isitudesg, It waz for many yesrs a tene-
ment and work shop., The building is now being repairef
by the W.P.A. for use as = local settlement house, Exact
original details around main entr-nce are unknown. All
indicationg point to an original balecony at the gecond
flocr. The present cornlee ic excellent and in character,

-but it isshest metal., The main stair detail is poor. The
curve of the hand rail 1s nuneven and it would seem that it
is of a late date. The small rear stairs are better, An
01d neizhb-r says the Bables at osne time haé a pararet
capred in marcle., The chimneys were struek by lizhining
and have bsen rebuilt, Mantels have disarpeared Trom all
the imrvortant rooms, but evidence indicates they were of
martle. The cellar containg & strange vaulted room, wich
wrhat seems %0 be firing slots and She bwe entrances still
hawe ~eavy iron piantals embedded In the Jjarbs, Tocal legen
hes it that this room was connected by an underground pas-
gare with the outside. The Room on the left of the main
entrance, ground floor, hasg an old (but added) brick vault
with an iron door. This room is btelieved to be Richard
Caton'®s counting rocm. At one time the house had a wing
to the north andc there were out cuildings all of which

. have completley disappeared.
’ a3
i
/ffé?x1¢£h:ﬁ27?L_

Pen. @t 7.3¢ —TTU)



